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D.C. School Garden Week teaches

By Kathy Jentz

Behoolyard habitats are sprout-
ing upall over the country. The Dis-
triet started it2 own Sehoolyard
Graen project just a few years ago in
2003, It is medeled after California's
Behool Gardan Matwork and its goal
8 to inereass and improve schaal-
yard green spaces to promote aco-
logrical literacy and enviranmental
stewardship among students, taach-
ers, parents and the surrounding
Oty

Mayor Adrian Fenty has declared
et 15-20 Behool Gardan Week, a
calebration of activitiea throughout
the District promoting gardens as
saurces of learning, improved nu-
trition, and enviranmental stew-
ardship. All are waleome to attend
any of the week's events and

Initiated by the TuC, Behoolyard
Greening organization, School Gar-
den Weak encourages teachers and
scheol administrators to engage the
city'syouth in activities that deamoen-
strate the role gardens can play in
the health and education of school
childremn

The weak kicks off Oet. 15 at La
Balle Elementary School at 501
Riggs Road NE, where Mayor Fenty
anid sehool officiak have baen invit-
ed to join students and faculty in a
wetland planting and to tour the

school's new green roof and solar
panals. A= part of Schoal Garden
Week, Washington schoclchildren
across the city were encouraged to
participate in a garden photo con-
tast, with prizes offered to students
and their teachers, Deadline for sub-
mission was Oct. 1 and the winners
will be smmounead at the week's
kick-off event.

Behoolyard Greening will hold a
panel discussion the evening of et
16 o how to start a schoal garden,
with experts taking up questions
af funding, garden design, mainte-
nanee, and integrating gardensinto
scheol eurricula. Thisis a great ap-
portunity for parents and teachers

from all over the region to attend
and find out how to get agarden in-
stalled at their owm achoaol. It will
also cover what grants are available
to echoels for thesa gardan projecis,
For irstance, Lowe's Home Improwe-
ment stores will give wp to F20,000
ler major outdeor ¢lassroam propos-
als by K-12 public sehoals through-
aut the Unitad Statas,

A great place to start learning
about schoolyard habitatz iz the
Behool Garden Curricula page on
the Mational Erviroramental Edu-
cation Week web site, wanweewesal.
ang's respurces section. From creat-
ing an herb gardan to tracking the
life cyele of Monarch butterflies,

there are litarally hundreds of ways
to get kide invelved in the outdeors
and learning while doing.

The Casey Trees foundation will
et a “tres walk™ at Murch Elemen-
tary School at 4810 36th St. NW on
et 18, where the foundation and its
viluntesrs have been working with
parents and school staff to plant
mare than 100 traes,

Oret. 19 hae been designated as
“yolunteer work day”® at IuC. schoal
gardens, anopportunity for parents
and neighborheod residents to sap-
port their local schoolyard green
spacas Several schools are looking
for volunteers to help them maintain
their gardens. This workday will sel-

youth in outdoor classrooms

ehrate scheol gardens by making
sure that they look their best!

And on Oet. 20, Schoolyard
Greening will sponsor a bus tour of
mccessful ached gardensin the city,
while the Women's Garden Cycles
praject will meunt a separate biey-
cle tour of schoeol gardens Cm the
tour are several exemplary schoaol
garders in the district including
Watkina ES, Sharps Health Schaool,
Lowell School, and Cesar Chaves
FPublic Charter Schoal for Public
Poliey, Parkside Campus. Visitors
to the siteswill learn how thess out-
doar spaces can essily be integrat-
edinto the teaching curriculum and
get idases for how to start their owm
achoolyard habitat projects.

Partners in DG School Gar-
den week inchude the 2=t Centu-
ry Schoal Fund, Casay Trees, DUC
Department of the Environment,
‘Water shed Protection Division, the
Mational Erviremmental Edueation
Foundation, Praject Learning Tree,
Patamac Conservancy, the Washing-
ton Youth Garden, Washington Gar-
demer Magazine, and meany othars.

More information about Schoaol
Garden Week events is availakle at
the ILC. Schoalyard Greaning web
site, warwdeschoalyardgresning.
arg

Kiathy Jentz is editor of Wisking
ton Gardensr Magazine (unmninesk-
ingtongrdenarcom) and a longtime
DL area gardening endhusinst,




